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Urban  District  of  Portslade-by-Sea. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1961. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1961  completed  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  but  including  also  some  comments  on  and 
reference  to  matters  and  events  of  local  interest. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  for 
mid  1961  is  15,970— an  increase  of  200  on  the  actual  census 
figure  of  15,750,  completed  two  months  earlier.  The  decennial 
intercensal  increase  in  population  amounted  to  some  16%  and  it 
seems  therefore  that  Portslade  can  look  forward  to  a  steady 
rise  of  about  H  to  2  per  cent  per  year  for  such  time  as  land 
remains  available. 

No  firm  deductions  can  be  drawn  from  the  various  mortality 
rates,  since  the  figures  are  so  small  and  such  fluctuations  as  occur 
are  those  likely  in  an  area  with  a  high  proportion  of  elderly 
people  and  a  Birth  Rate  which  only  exceeds  the  Death  Rate  by 
such  an  amount  as  to  add  only  moderately  to  an  increase  in  the 
population.  As  an  index  of  the  healthy  condition  of  the  town 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  a  more  reliable  indication  and  this 
bears  comparison  with  the  low  level  of  previous  years  with  only 
4  deaths — 3  occurring  in  the  most  dangerous  period  of  indepen¬ 
dent  existence,  i.e.  the  first  4  weeks  and  due  to  causes  not  at 
present  preventible.  The  fourth  was  caused  by  asphyxia  due  to 
inhalation  of  vomit,  one  of  those  regrettable  incidents  which 
can  never  be  foreseen.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths  associated 
with  childbirth. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  Disease  was  very  light  in  its  incidence  except  for 
Measles  which  provided  374  cases  and  these  are  only  the  notified 
ones  as  against  19  in  the  previous  year.  Measles,  however,  is  a 
mild  disease  now  that  we  have  the  antibiotics  to  deal  effectively 
with  secondary  complications. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis,  etc. 

An  examination  of  the  table  on  page  18  shows  that  some  900 
persons  received  the  first  injections  and  some  600  completed  the 
full  course.  In  addition  a  further  200  under  the  age  of  12  were 
given  a  4th  injection.  As  usual  the  age  group  showing  the 
greatest  reluctance  to  accept  this  form  of  protection  was  the 
19  year  olds,  despite  the  occurrence  of  three  serious  outbreaks 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Unfortunately  as  a  result  of 
those  outbreaks  a  shortage  of  vaccine  occurred  in  the  autumn 
which  effectively  prevented  any  attempt  to  extract  any  publicity 
value  from  them.  Now  that  the  oral  live  vaccine  is  preferred 
to  a  dead  injection  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  whether  this 
simpler  and  perhaps  less  terrifying  method  will  have  the  effect 
of  stimulating  a  more  widespread  acceptance  of  protection 
against  this  disease. 

Whilst  the  main  emphasis  has  naturally  been  laid  on  avoidance 
of  Poliomyelitis,  immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus  has  not  been  neglected  and  Portslade 
contributed  notably  to  the  high  level  of  the  East  Sussex 
Diphtheria  Immunity  index,  i.e.  the  percentage  of  children 
immunised  against  Diphtheria  which  amounts  to  78%  of  the 
children  under  the  age  of  5. 


Clean  Air  and  Smoke  Abatement. 

The  Joint  Committee  for  Atmospheric  Pollution  continued 
its  efforts  mainly  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Hove  to  alleviate  the 
nuisance  and  interference  with  the  amenities  caused  by  the  stack 
of  coke  which  occupies  an  area  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  South 
Eastern  Gas  Board’s  Works  in  Portslade.  The  stack  at  times 
rose  to  between  45 — -60  feet  and  complaints  of  the  inconvenience 
and  annoyance  caused  by  the  deposit  of  the  fine  dust  on  the 
gardens  and  houses  of  the  roads  locally  off  the  sea  front  were 
numerous.  Unfortunately  there  are  no  statutory  powers 
available  to  deal  with  problems  of  this  nature  and  reliance  has 
to  be  placed  upon  methods  of  persuasion  which  were  exerted  to 
the  full  at  the  conferences  which  took  place  with  the  Board’s 
Officers.  Suggestions  relating  to  raising  the  height  of  the 
enclosing  wall  and  dispersing  the  stack  to  depots  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  were  turned  down  as  either  impractical  or 
uneconomic  but  perhaps  because  of  the  persistence  of  these 
efforts  the  size  of  the  stack  has  been  reduced  recently  very  much 
in  height  so  that  although  it  occupies  a  larger  surface  area  it  no 
longer  obtrudes  to  the  same  degree. 
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Slum  Clearance. 

With  the  exception  of  one  house  upon  which  a  closing  order 
was  imposed,  no  slum  areas  were  cleared  during  1961  but  as  a 
prelude  to  the  second  5  year  programme,  official  representations 
were  made  in  respect  of  three  areas — 5  houses  in  West  Street, 
6  houses  in  Camden  Street  and  8  houses  in  Wellington  Road. 

General. 

My  thanks  are  as  in  all  previous  years,  due  to  the  Clerk  and 
the  Surveyor  for  their  unfailing  assistance  and  advice  whenever 
it  has  been  asked  for  and  also  particularly  to  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  Donald,  whose  co-operation  and  conscientious 
service  at  all  times  has  relieved  me  of  any  anxiety  about  the 
ordinary  routine  of  the  public  health  services. 

I  am  most  appreciative  of  the  support  and  encouragement  I 
have  received  at  all  times  from  the  members  of  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  E.  CHADWICK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  1961 

Population  :  15,970. 


Deaths  :  Total 

M 

F 

174 

87 

87 

Death  Rate  :  10.89  (Standard). 

12.30  (Corrected). 

Deaths  from  : 

Measles  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

27 

Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births  .  .  .  .  276 

147 

129 

Live  Birth  rate  per  1000  population  .  . 

17.28  (Standard) 
17.62  (Corrected) 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

:  6.88% 

Stillbirths  .  .  .  .  •  •  4 

2 

2 

Rate  per  1000  Total  live  and  stillbirths  :  14.28 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  .  280 

149 

131 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  4 

2 

2 

Infant  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  .  .  .  .  14.49 

Infant  Mortality  Rates  : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births  .  .  14.49 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  Legitimate  live 

births  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  15.59 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1000  Illegitimate 

live  births  . .  .  .  •  •  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  ••  10.86 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1000  total  live  births)  .  .  •  •  10.86 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births)  .  .  .  .  •  •  •  •  25.00 

Maternal  Mortality  (inclusive  abortion)  : 

Number  of  deaths  .  .  .  .  •  •  — 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still¬ 
births  .  .  . .  •  •  — 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


Drainage. 

The  whole  of  the  public  roads  in  the  district  are  sewered  by 
gravitation  on  the  water  carriage  system. 

All  houses  in  the  District  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers 
with  the  following  exceptions  : 

There  are  9  houses  served  by  cesspools,  of  these  cesspools 
3  do  not,  as  regards  the  statutory  distance,  come  within  the 
requirements  of  the  Act.  During  the  year  1  house  was 
connected  to  the  Public  Sewer  and  the  cesspool  filled  in. 

In  addition  there  are  2  houses,  situate  in  outlying  parts  of 
the  District,  provided  with  earth  closets. 

All  sewerage  is  discharged  into  intercepting  sewers  which 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Portslade  and  Southwick  Outfall 
Sewerage  Board.  Disposal  is  by  means  of  Sea  Outfall  owned 
by  the  Board. 

Public  Health  Inspector.  The  Public  Health 
has  prepared  the  following  Annual  Statement  of  his 
notices  : 

Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 
Number  of  complaints  received. 

Informal  Notices  served  (P.H.  &  H.  Act) 

Statutory  Notices  served 
Houses  found  dirty  or  verminous 
Houses  with  insufficient  refuse  bin  .  • 


Inspector 
visits  and 

521 

1243 

446 

893 

229 

59 

4 

21 

6 
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Defective  and  Choked  Drains 

Defective  Closets 

Defective  Sinks 

Defective  Roofs  and  Gutters 

Damp  Walls  and  Ceilings 

Defective  Walls  and  Ceilings 

Defective  Floors 

Defects  to  Windows,  Doors,  etc. 

Defects  to  Grates 

Def  cts  to  Chimneys  .  . 

Defective  Paving 


136 

22 

14 

67 

146 

226 

89 

173 

14 

23 

18 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  has  been  successfully  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year,  both  in  surface  properties  and  in 
the  Council’s  sewers. 

During  the  year  219  infestations  were  dealt  with  on  surface 
properties  and  two  sewer  treatments  carried  out. 

The  treatment  is  free  to  private  properties  but  a  small  charge 
is  made  for  business  premises. 

Eradication  of  Vermin. 

During  the  year  21  houses  were  found  to  be  in  a  dirty  or 
verminous  condition  and  of  these,  12  were  disinfested  by  spraying 
with  insecticides. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  the  cost 
of  materials  has  been  charged  to  the  Owner  or  Occupier. 


HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  PROVIDED 


AT  31st  DECEMBER,  1961. 


Council  Houses  and  Flats 
Old  Peoples  Bungalows 
Old  Peoples  Flats 


811 

33 

68 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  521 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1243 


(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 
sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren¬ 
dered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  108 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  is  only  1  Farm  in  the  District  which  is  supplying 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  Section  16. 


There  are  74  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 
and  9  premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 

There  were  30  inspections  of  registered  premises  throughout 
the  year. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1960. 


During  the  year  72  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made 
and  in  15  of  them  infringements  of  the  Regulations  were  found. 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  following  items 
Provision  of  First  Aid  Materials 
Provision  of  Hot  Water  Supply 
Provision  of  Wash  Hand  Basin 

Display  of  Notices  requiring  persons  to  wash  their 
hands  after  using  sanitary  convenience 
Provision  of  towels,  soap,  etc. 

Walls,  ceilings,  etc.,  requiring  repair  or  decoration 
Provision  of  Locker  for  Clothes 


6 

11 

4 

13 

2 

2 

1 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and  most  of  the 
home  killed  meat  is  brought  in  from  Brighton  Abattoir. 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  and  found  to  be 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

4  stones  of  Fish. 

16  lbs.  of  Beef. 

5J  lbs.  of  Sausages. 

11  packets  of  Cream  Sponge. 


20 

55 

Eclairs. 

13 

55 

Chicken  Pies. 

10 

>5 

Steak  Pies. 

4 

55 

Fish  Cakes. 

49 

55 

Mousse. 

1 

55 

Duck. 

1 

55 

Chicken. 

2 

55 

Turkey. 

72 

55 

Fish  Fingers. 

18 

55 

Fish  Steaks. 

67 

55 

Cod  Fillets. 

6 

55 

Haddock. 

4 

55 

Plaice. 

5 

55 

Spinach. 

8 

55 

Steakettes. 

11 

55 

Sprouts. 

5 

55 

Beans. 

47 

Peas. 

10 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  &  1948. 


H 

< 

fa 

X 

H 

fa 

O 


H 

fa 

Oh 


SLUM  CLEARANCE. 
Elousing  Act  1957. 

Premises  dealt  with  during  year  1961  : 

19  Carlton  Terrace — Closing  Order. 
Official  Representation  in  respect  of— 
Nos.  21  to  29  West  Street. 

Nos.  2  to  12  Camden  Street. 

Nos.  27  to  51  Wellington  Road. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  1961.  _ 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

1961. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 

1961. 


Number  of  children  who  have  completed  a  primary  course 
(normally  3  injections)  of  pertussis  vaccine  (singly  or  in  com¬ 
bination)  in  the  Authority’s  area  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1961. 


Year  of  birth. 

Number  of  children. 

1961 

88 

1960 

145 

1959 

21 

1958 

5 

1957 

6 

1952—1956 

12 

1947—1951 

19 

Total 

296 

17 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

1961 
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Total  number  of  persons  who  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  had  received  three  injections  at 

31st  December,  1961  :  3,855 


